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Annual Report 
 

The season opened with a trickle of hatching 
grannom and the Club’s first fishing on the River 
Piddle at Southover Farm. The trickle turned into a 

flurry and the River Piddles fishing certainly lived up 
to its reputation of producing excellent quality fish. 
 

No sooner had the grannom season ended when the 

first mayfly made their appearance. The hatch this 
year was first-class, with some incredible hatches 
and falls of spinners on the Lower Water. As 

summer approached it was time for the evening 
rises and these again provided Members with some 
great fishing. The end of the season was hard going 

with low water and bright conditions, but this was 
perfect for the annual electro fishing day. This was a 
very successful day with record numbers of trout, 

some over 3lb and a few monster grayling!  
 

There was one fly in the ointment, the 
unprecedented weed growth which really caught us 

napping. We did have a few weed cutting work 
parties and the Keeper was provided with extra 
hours to deal with the worst effected areas.  
 

To provide a quicker means of communication with 
Members of working parties, Newsletters and AGM 
Agenda’s etc. we intend to use email (don’t worry 

we will still send paper copies to those without 
internet). You also now have the ability to enter 
your catch returns online, which I encourage all 

Members to use this year – please remember to 
include your name & email address for future use. 
Just go to the Club’s website and follow the link 

www.grhe.co.uk            
 

The 2010 season will start with the election of a 

new Honorary Secretary and I hope you will all give 
him the same support as you have shown me over 
the years. It has been a great honour to have been 

secretary to what I believe is the best & oldest chalk 
stream fly fishing clubs in the country.  I would like 
to thank the Chairman, Officers, Committee 

Members (past & present) and of course John Aplin 
for his support & curries over the last thirteen years 
– its now time for me to go fishing!! 
 

Also thanks to all who contributed to the Fishing 

Club online diary this year and see you all at the 
AGM. 
 

Managing Committee 

Keepers Corner 
 

Autumn, I guess it just had to arrive at some 
stage; but there is still a lot to do, I still have a 
Grannom tied on my trusty three weight, I did 

promise myself a little more fishing this season, 
oh well maybe next season. 
 

The sale of the day tickets went extremely well 

this year, I spent many evenings showing 
fishermen our waters, and I cannot tell you how 
proud I feel when I show them round, to see the 

excitement written on their faces, later reflected 
in emotional reports of great days fishing on one 
of the greatest chalk streams ever! 
 

I have to admit that by this time of the year it is a 
little bit of a relief to clean off all our strimmers 
and mower and put them away for a few months 

leaving us time to channel our thoughts into other 
projects over the coming winter months. 
 

The gravel washing kit is out in force this year, we 

have managed to secure some extra funding from 
the Environment Agency to enable us to clean 
more compacted spawning gravel up stream of 

Dorchester, our team cleaned over 3,000 sq feet 
of salmonid spawning gravel last year and we plan 
on a considerable increase this autumn. 
 

Whilst on the subject of EA funding, we have a 

very strong working relationship with the EA, and 
over the years have received a LOT of funding 
from them, for various habitat projects, benefiting 

the river Frome as a whole and the bottom line of 
this is the fact that the fishing, and the whole eco 
system on the Frome is at its finest for a long 

time, so I feel that a huge thank you is in order 
from us all, so when you buy your rod licence for 
next season, you will know where that money will 

be heading!  
 

We are currently in the middle of the latest phase 
of in stream projects, the construction of three 

willow mattress islands on the upper water, bank 
revetment, and flow deflectors on the upper part 
of the Stinsford, fry bundles and lots of extras, 

John Grindle and I spoke about these islands at 
least a year ago, and now they are being built, 
great stuff but it all takes time, planning, consents 

and funding, but its all worth it!   
 

By the time you read this the Trout season could 
well be over, please take time to fish for a 

Grayling or two, it’s worth it! 
 

John Aplin – River Keeper 



Restocking 
Stocking was carried out on 1st May 2009 as follows  
:- Supplier Hooke Springs Trout Farm.  

The Environment Agency contributed 50 triploid trout 
 to compensate for their testing of Loud’s Mill fish pass. 
 

 
 
 

A.G.M – 19:00 Monday 30th November 2009 
The AGM will be held in The King’s Arms Hotel, High East Street, Dorchester. Town centre parking 
is within short walking distance, and nearby on-street parking is available in the evenings.  
 

Results 2009 
The numbers of fish killed or returned will be notified in March 2010 when all returns have been 

received and processed. Please complete the online catch returns – just visit the Club 

website and follow the link. We intend to use email a lot more for correspondence 

so please include your email address ☺ 
 

Pike & Grayling Fishing 
Members may fish for pike and grayling between October & February under the conditions described 

in rule 25. Please ALWAYS inform the Keeper when you intend to fish outside the trout season. 
Returns of fish caught, including dates and locations must be made to the Honorary Secretary at the 
end of February.  
 

 

Candidates for Membership (Club Rules No. 6). 
It is now only possible to list those added to the waiting list 

in the past year:  
 

Total on the Waiting List: 141 

Club Lapel & Car Badges 
The Club logo has been made 

into a small royal blue 
ceramic lapel badge. One can 

be yours for just £3.00. 

There is also a car sticker for 
£1.50. 

   

   
   

   
   
   

   
 

 

All about the Angling Trust 
 

Angling Trust is the new, single organisation to represent all game, 
coarse and sea anglers and angling in England. The formation of 
Angling Trust brings with it a positive new future for angling. For 

the first time ever, there is a single body to take cohesive action to 
solve all the problems that affect our sport. Please take a look 
around this section of the website to read more about the work we 

do and in what ways becoming a member of Angling Trust can 
benefit you. 
 

The Angling Trust is here to represent you and to ensure the future 
of our sport. Help us to help you, stand up and be counted, join 
today. You can support the Angling Trust for less than 39p a week 

and get several great member benefits. Your subscription is 
important; it will make your voice heard. The more anglers who 
join, the louder our voice and the more we will achieve - for you the 

angler. 
www.anglingtrust.net 

 


