
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News 
It has been a strange sort of a year so far, here we are in high summer suffering from near drought 

conditions and boiling temperatures, and yet when our keeper John Aplin wrote his piece below in June 

we had really only just emerged from a prolonged cold spell which carried through much of the mayfly 

time. 

 

The rivers we enjoy (now of course including the Piddle) are looking pretty shrunken right now, not 

helped by the continuing lack of in channel weed. Nevertheless there is still good sport to be had, even 

during the middle of the day – the fish are naturally spooky in the bright sunshine but it is at least quite 

easy to see their reaction to the fly. Late evenings and beyond are also well worth a try in these 

conditions. 

 

As many of you will already be aware, there is much work going on behind the scenes to monitor the fly 

life on our rivers, which is generally accepted as having declined quite dramatically in recent years, 

particularly the upwinged flies (mayfly excepted). We are grateful to all those who volunteer their time 

for this project and the search for reasons and solutions to the problem. Let’s just hope that the hatches 

of BWO in particular will soon return to those remember not too far back. 

 

On a positive note, it is pleasing to see the blog reports of some good quality wild trout being caught 

throughout our waters, with one or two really sizeable specimens close to 3 pounds. Almost without 

exception these are now returned to fight another day. With this in mind there is a short piece at the 

end of this newsletter, just to remind members of the very best way to safeguard the wellbeing of the 

fish during capture and release. 

 

Your committee continue their work in seeking to safeguard the Club’s waters, and we hope to be able to 

report some significant news in this regard quite soon – keep an eye on the blog. 

 

A few topics from our online diary:- 

05/01/2010 16in Beauty - The best of two fish caught was a 16in beauty which the attached photo 

28/01/2010 Riverfly Monitoring - Please bring a pair of boots or waders, and a notebook, why not 

bring the family it will be a fun couple of hours. 

20/02/2010 Daffodils Flowering - The river was in good condition at the weekend, relatively clear and 

not too high.  

12/03/2010 River Piddle Working Party - we were welcomed by Richard along with his wonderful 

tractor 

01/04/2010 25th April 1st - On my 25th April 1st fishing the Club’s waters, I woke to a frost, bright 

sunshine and a chilled wind. 

27/05/2010 Piddle Looked Stunning - The Piddle looked stunning and I just had to take a picture. 
12/07/2010 Sedge Warbler – Spent the last quarter of an hour watching a pair of Sedge Warblers  
     www.grhe.co.uk  
 
 

 

JJuullyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  
2010  

Frome, Piddle & West Dorset Fishery's Association  
 

The Association focuses on the preservation, promotion & 

development of fishing activities within our area. The Association is 

recognised by many fishermen, riparian owners, by English Nature 

and the EA. 

If you are not yet a member, please consider subscribing to this 

most useful local focused lobby group which, by harnessing the 

resources of local fisherman can speak with a far clearer single 

voice.   

 

For more details and latest news please visit www.RiverFrome.com  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips on Catch & Release of large trout & grayling 
 
Many of you will already be aware of these ‘best practice’ guidelines but it won’t do any harm to 
mention them, it could help reduce mortality.  

 
Please bring this advice to the attention of all guests whether fly or bait fishing during the winter 

months. 
 
The fight that big fish put up does exhaust them and this needs to be kept as short as possible by 

not using very light tackle, playing them hard to the net as quickly as possible. 
 

If you intend to measure / weigh / photograph them do it as quickly as possible at the site of 
capture and without laying them on dry vegetation etc.  
 

Check before doing this that they are strong enough to ‘right’ themselves in the meshes of your 
net. 

 
On release, place the net in flowing water and only release the fish once it is fit enough to remain 

upright and hold station in a moderate flow. 
 
 

Keepers Corner 

We are now approaching the middle of June and at last things are warming up, and the fishing is on the up 

every day with some stunning Mayfly hatches only the other evening the Dunn’s were still hatching, the 
Spinners were falling and the fish were happy to eat as much as their bodies would let them. 

April and early May were terribly slow, cold, and not hugely rewarding for those who braved fishing in 
gusty, quiet often biting northerly winds. 

We are suffering from a lack of in channel weed on most of our beats, I feel as a result of those July spates 
we encountered last year just as all our Ranunculus Aquatilis finished flowering! 

Regarding our Frome Swan population, I have had a long chat with an aquatic biologist from the CEH 

(www.ceh.ac.uk), a large percentage are Frome Swans, i.e. ringed on the river, a very small number from 
Christchurch but no swans with swannery leg rings, more info on www.riverfrome.com  

I must thank Rod Crane and Dave Rabson for their hard work helping us with the weed cutting on the 

Piddle, and above all their work researching the Blue Winged Olive population on part of the clubs water, 
sampling takes place every month and detailed records are being kept for our reference. 

We have secured a small amount of funding for the construction of two further willow islands on the 

Poundbury stretch, and also for a flow deflector improvement plan below Blue Bridge, lots more in the 
pipeline, but as you all know it takes time. 

Great to see you all e mailing in your fishing stories and pictures, it is surprising the number of clicks 

Frome related websites get, every day but what is slightly amusing, more so during the week when people 
are stuck in the office….. 

I love the way fly fishing tackle has changed in a fairly short space of time, a reel, just for storing a floating 

line can now cost over £500, a 7ft rod about the same, cast your eye through any tackle brochure or online 

shop pages, its great different gear for different, fish, locations, styles, and conditions, we all love it, “how 
many flies do you have in your box”? 

2010 season, great fun, great fish, great people and oh yes great work! 

 

John E Aplin 

Riverkeeper 

www.RiverWorks.co.uk 
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