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Annual Report 
 

The season opened in chilling temperatures, and strong easterly winds, so 2010 wasn’t to be a vintage grannom 
year. However those who persevered were rewarded with reasonable sport and some good wild fish were 
encountered. The cold spring is also thought to have been responsible for the lack of weed growth this year – 

what a difference a year makes! 
 

It is also pleasing to report an excellent turnout to the New Members Day before the season started with a total 
of 8 new faces being shown the extent and variety of waters now available to Club Members. 
 

The chill continued well into May, but most Members reported good sport on Mayfly in spite of this, and as usual 
those who were lucky enough to get to the river at the right time took advantage of excellent hatches. Some 
sizeable wild specimens featured amongst the catch reports including one or two nudging 3 pounds. 
 

The remainder of the season was dominated by a lengthy drought and low water through until August. However 

there was still good sport to be had, and it was particularly noticeable from the blog reports how well the 
“tweaked sedge” works in the late evening in such conditions ( and in fact at other times as well ). 
 

The major news from your managing committee is that we have been able to secure the purchase of the fishing 

rights at Wolfeton from Club member John Streeter during the summer. The Club have leased this stretch from 
John for many years but he was kind enough to offer the Club first refusal on favourable terms when he decided 
to sell. We are most grateful to him for this opportunity, which has allowed the Club the ability to consolidate 

our fishery interests above Dorchester. As a consequence of this purchase and the need to rebuild capital 
reserves again for the future, your committee have proposed a larger that normal increase in subscription for 
2011, as well as an increase in day ticket prices and a one off charge for those registering for the waiting list to 

join the Club.  Details of these proposals will be outlined at the AGM in December. 
 

We have also secured a new lease for the Lower Water, which is known to be a favourite stretch for many Club 
members – we hope that it will remain so for many years to come. We have invested significant resources into 

improving this water over a long period and the proof of the success of our management strategy has been 
borne out by excellent sport now enjoyed here. 
 

In addition to his normal keepering duties our keeper John Aplin has been busy with his Riverworks team 

tackling some excellent improvement works on the upper and middle waters – see the Keeper’s Corner for 
further details. 

Managing Committee 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keepers Corner 
 

We are now approaching the end of October, and again we find ourselves scratching our heads as to where this 
season has gone, the phone ringing, now all about the Grayling fishing, and as we all know the Frome is possibly 
the best river in the country for this stunning fish, believe it or not I have heard of two fish caught well over the 

new British record. 

A difficult end to the season, no weed cover, extremely low clear water levels, limited fly life and to top this 
“spooky fish”. Fishing with nymphs, small Olive patterns, Daddy long legs, and large Sedge’s at dusk and just 
after seemed to take a fair share of late season fish.  

We owe our thanks to the Frome, Piddle and West Dorset Fisheries Association and the West Country Rivers 

Trust for funding two projects (both delivered in September) for Dorchester Fishing Club, firstly the restoration 
of the flow deflectors downstream of Blue Bridge, a full report of this project can be found at 
http://www.riverfrome.com/?p=380  Also the construction of a further two Willow Islands upstream of the 

Poundbury railway bridge, again a full report on the “River Frome” website at   
http://www.riverfrome.com/?p=391  

We will be talking at the Dorchester Fishing Club AGM about the valuable work that the Frome, Piddle and West 

Dorset Fisheries Association does on behalf of our rivers. 

I must again thank Rod Crane and Dave Rabson for their work researching the Blue Winged Olive population on 
part of the clubs water, sampling takes place every month and detailed records are being kept for our reference. 

We have been fairly lucky with the weather for this year’s autumn gravel washing, we use high pressure water 
pumps to loosen the gravel on various sites we know that Salmon, Sea Trout and Brown Trout use for spawning, 

removing the compacted sediment, giving these valuable fish stocks a helping hand in their long term survival, 
and our Frome Salmon need all the help they can get, thank you to the Environment Agency and the FP&WDFA 
for helping to fund this valuable work. 

The run of fish will hopefully happen over the next couple of months, spawning through the latter part of 

December, then we will be out in early January doing our annual Redd count, marking by GPS as many large 
Redds as we can find in the Frome catchment. 

I am sure you will all agree, we need a few work parties over this coming winter here are the dates, venues and 

times. I hope to see a good turnout; they are always good social events! 

1. Wolfeton  Saturday 15th January 2011  10.00am 
2. Withy Beds   Saturday 12th February 2011     10.00am  
3. Stinsford   Saturday 12th March 2011         10.00am 

Great to see you all still emailing in your fishing stories and pictures, it is surprising the number of clicks Frome 

related websites get, every day but what is slightly amusing, more so during the week when people are stuck in 
the office…..     

                                                         John Aplin – River Keeper 


