
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News 
Our season will be entering the traditional “dog days” of August by the time you read this newsletter, so 

it is a good time to reflect on the weeks that have passed so far and consider the opportunities still to 

come. Our keeper, John Aplin, has provided an excellent summary below of the conditions and sport 

since opening day, so what should we expect when we make a visit in high summer? As John himself will 

verify, you are probably unlikely to encounter many other, if any, Members of the Club; that often 

means that the fish you spot in the crystal clear low waters have not seen an artificial fly for some time 

(possibly many days if you have selected a more remote stretch), and will be a little less wary than the 

latter days of the mayfly peak when the wily wild ones have developed a pretty discerning eye. Of 

course sunny conditions and low water mean that keeping out of sight and a delicate cast is important. 

 

An alternative approach is to fish the last hour of daylight when very often the river comes alive. These 

days the Blue Winged Olive does not appear in the same numbers as in past years, but there is still good 

sport to be had, particularly with sedge patterns just as the light fades. A stretch which may have looked 

almost fishless in the heat of the day will reveal that they were there in the margins all along, with the 

tell tale slashing rises to the sedge. Of course to come to the River just to fish for an hour may not suit 

all, particularly those who come from a distance, but it really is often worth staying that bit longer if you 

can stand a late journey home.  

 

As we extend the sections of river that the Club controls, it becomes more important to consider the 

priorities for how manage the habitat and the fishing. We hope that we get the balance about right, 

given the financial constraints, but as John Aplin has alluded to in his piece, we will probably look to 

reduce the amount of path mowing on certain stretches in favour of a little more bankside growth 

control. In years such as this, when weed growth in the river has been so sparse, the cover we leave 

along the banks becomes critical for the protection and wellbeing of the fish. However on sections where 

this cover has reached right across the river, making fishing difficult or impossible, we will tip the 

balance back a little more in favour of the angler! 

 

From time to time we need to call on Members to give John a hand with more major clearances, and 

there are a couple of dates for stretches of the upper and middle Frome which have targeted for autumn 

work parties. These are : 

• Friday 28th October – 9am – Loders to Withy Bed – tree clearing 

• Saturday 26th November – 9am – Ten Hatches – tree clearing 

Please put the dates in your diary. We would love to see to some new faces at these parties (as well as 

those old campaigners ! ). They are an excellent opportunity to meet other Members and swap stories of 

the season just past.  

 

Lastly, please do keep up reports to the website Blog – it is an excellent way to keep your fellow 

Members up to speed on how our waters are fishing. And don’t worry, our webmaster John Grindle will 

always filter out references to specific spots where monsters have been landed, so they can be left in 

relative peace ! 
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River Conditions & Fishing Report (extracts from the Blog) 
 

15/01  Just back from the first working party for 2011 where we worked on our wonderful Wolfeton Fishery. 

12/02  There was a real feel of spring as this months working party started its work on the Upper Water by 

the Withy Bed. 

12/03 It was a glorious day to be down by the river and the fresh spring growth certainly enhanced the 

closeness of the 2011 season. We cleared overhanging branches on the lower section of the Stinsford Side 

Stream and thanks to everyone who turned out to tidy this magical little stream. 

26/03  Rising fish to hatching grannom greeted the 2011 new members as they were shown round the Club’s 

waters today. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elk Hair Caddis 
 
The elk hair caddis is a simple fly to tie, but is one of the best to have in your box. You can tie this caddis 

variation in many different colours. The elk hair caddis can be tied so that the body and wing match, or 

contrasting colours can be used for a nice two toned effect. Experiment and see what works best for your 

area. 

 

• Dry Fly Hook Size 12 - 20 

• Dubbing for the under-body 
• Thin copper wire 

• Dry fly hackle appropriate for the hook size  
• Elk Hair 

• 6/0 or 8/0 Uni-thread 

For full tying instructions http://copperfly.net/elkhaircaddis.php 

Keepers Corner 
I cast my mind back to late March early April and for the first time in my river keeping career, I was not 

actually looking forward to the season starting.  The reason being that our river looked so desperately 

pitiful, it seemed almost wrong to be fishing.  Having just had our third dry winter, the water level and 

volume was lower than any summer level for many years, and as a result Ranunculus Aquatilis growth was 

again almost nonexistent.   

 

April, May and June have now passed and to everyone’s delight (especially mine and I am sure the 

management committees) the fishing has been absolutely fantastic, some stunning fish caught, in good 

numbers, staggering Grannom hatches and there is still evidence of the odd lonely Mayfly hatching now 

late in July. 

 

The water below Greys Bridge is designated SSSI and the Environment Agency have marked all of the 

lower Frome under their “River Frome Restoration” project, we have had several meetings on site with 

them and will ensure that any work undertaken by their operatives will be to your advantage, you can take 

a look at the EA website links from the DFC home page. 

 

Work has been done on the River Cerne this summer to keep it open for longer, despite being very small 

and crystal clear it still produces a few fish, as does the Wolfeton beat. 

 

I have had some very positive meetings with your committee with regards to the keepering of various 

beats, we aim now to reduce the mowing on the upper water beats after Mayfly in return for extra tree 

trimming and clearing 

 

The work of the Frome Piddle and West Dorset Fisheries Association continues behind the scenes, fund 

raising for projects on the Frome and our other Dorset rivers and working alongside other major river 

trusts, the EA and the DWT.  

 

The Frome stands out again above any other river for its outstanding Grayling with several fish of three 

pounds on the lower water, oh and some big two’s from the upper water. 

 

It has been a number of years since all the members had a get together, I was thinking of perhaps 

arranging a river picnic for some time next year, any input would be great; please send me an email 

John@RiverWorks.co.uk  

 

John E Aplin 

Riverkeeper 
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